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The Beginnings
In the summer of 2017, Dan and Vanessa
started prepping a garden on the greenspace
of Westhill Innovation in Simcoe, Ontario
(where Dan currently works with his dad). We
were energized by the prospect of achieving
social change through food, and decided to
pursue this idea further. In early 2018, we
connected with Janet and Roger of Stone
Meadow Farm in Maryhill, Ontario, and they
The Westhill garden in Simcoe, Ontario
graciously oﬀered up space on their property
for us to start up a project. We didn’t have
grand plans to start everything up in 2018, but with the help of the farmers and our friends, we
were able to create garden beds, install fencing, and lay out an incredibly eﬃcient irrigation
system. Just like that, we saw our project come into fruition.
The spring and summer were hectic and fast-paced. We didn’t have the appropriate resources
or infrastructure to properly start seeds, but we were lucky to have support from Vanessa’s
coworkers at Hacienda Sarria Market Garden (a Project of the Working Centre). Hacienda
provided us with community connections and seedlings, helping us to quickly start growing!

Development of the garden in Maryhill, Ontario
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Activities
Due to our frantic start we didn’t initially secure outlets for our produce. However, we knew
that we wanted our work to be grounded in principles of social justice, and we care deeply
about alleviating food insecurity in the the region. We quickly did some research and met with
community members, and we were grateful to find like-minded individuals to partner with at
KW Habilitation (utilizing our produce in skills-building programs and providing produce to
inclusive housing residents) and North End Harvest Market (providing produce to primarily
new immigrants). Dan also donated produce to The Caring Cupboard in Simcoe, ON.

Financial Summary
This year required us to dedicate a lot of our own capital resources into this project, urging us
to find funding opportunities moving forward. We also didn’t manage to figure out our
financials, so everything we grew just counted as donations! Overall, we donated 446.62 kg
(984.63 lbs) of produce, which was valued at $2,020.66. Unfortunately, a good amount of
veggies didn’t find a home (especially tomatoes, which we decided to freeze!).
As a social enterprise, we recognize that we have a lot of room to grow. We look forward to
connecting with food security issues and interested stakeholders more deeply in the future!

$2,020
worth of produce
donated in 2018

Harvested produce for donation
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